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It is not expected that all theſe Pray: 

ers ſhould be uſed at once, but at 

«. * different times; according to the 

bodily frength'and fpiritual' 6xr- 
cumſtances of the Priſoner. 
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CHAP. L 


bunte ning abies or counſel to thoſe 


who are under PR in ' projon 
for Debt. 


HE of ners for 
Debt, 1275 nin fo 
and uncomfortable, with relation to 
heir bodies, but more with relation 
Jo their moſt precious ſouls ; I think 

| A 2 it 


(4) 
it a good piece of charity to direct 
them how, in their moſt melancholy 
circumſtances, they may, however, 
fet their ſouls ſafe, and alſo provide 
for their bodily ſtraits ; making them 
as eaſy and advantageous to them, 
yea, and I add really as fafe too, as 
their caſe will admit of. And be- 
*- cauſe theſe perſons are of two. ſorts, 
what I have to ſay ſhall be contain- 
ed under two generals. 1//, To ſuch 
as are brought into this condition, 
without any particular apparent cau ſe 
or fault of their own. And, 2dly' 
to ſuch as have brought this afflic- 


tion and miſery upon „ by 
their own default. 


I. Then, to thoſe of you, who -- 
are under confinement for Debt, and © can 
that not through any evident and i no 
particular fault of your .. ſin 

N _ poverty was brought 

n you by the meer providence 

o of God, under whoſe ſovereign diſ- 
poſal al our concernments are: It 
may 


(5) - 
may be, in a fair and prudent way of 
trading, you have met with unex - 
N loſſes by ſhipwrack, or have 
d your goods and ſubſtance con- 
ſumed by fire, or perhaps through 
the falſhood or wickedneſs of thoſe 
you have truſted in a way of trade, 
or otherwiſe, you have ſuffered in- 
ſupportable loſſes, or have been im- 
poſed upon, and abuſed in the wares- 
you traded in, and at laſt have fallen 
into the hands of mercileſs creditors, 
who perhaps have taken you as it 
were by the throat, for ſome ſmall 
matter you owe them. If this in- 
deed be your caſe, it is very com- 
paſſionable. A few things I have to 
exhort you unto : 
cho - 1/7, Conſider or examine how you 
and came by thoſe goods, which you are 
and I now deprived of. And whether your 
I ſin and fault in getting them, has 
aght not brought this 2 and afflic- 
ence] tion upon you, though the particu- 
dit. lar cauſe, as I hinted, is not plain, 
; It and evidently your fault, Has not 
A 3 ſome 


(6) 
ſome unrighteous „which you h 
loved — — gr" Br a blaſt G 
_ n all that 9 once did poſſeſs? I pi 

as not the _— loyment you fol- m 
lowed an callin ? If ſo, ce 
is it to be —— at if you meet if tu 
with a blaſt and curſe in the way; ¶ th 
and upon the wages of unrighteout- I t: 
neſs } If your callings were lawful, en 
yet were they managed lawfully ? br 
erhaps ſome lying or injuſtice, or H. 
overreaching in your trade, or ſome iff fiy 
falſhood 1 _ _ —_— and — the 
gains, about and ſellin 
brought a — all you hath 
Or ele enquire v hw you have 
not been falſe to ſome 3 which 
has been repoſed in you by thoſe pe: 

that are living, or by thoſe that are 1 

dend, is { 
2d, "RE whether there be Knee 

not yet ſome other fin and fault of Iſen 
yours, that God now reckons with rep 


for, and thus puniſhes you. fira 

Perhaps you were wholly taken up ¶ unt 

once with this world, and your ¶ rov 
hearts 


6 $y 


hearts ſet a t 
God, and 5 ect his worſhip, "ot 
pretend you had no leiſure for the 
minding your main intereſt and con- 
cernment ; and now God has effec- 
tually taught you the vanity of theſe 
things. Have you not lived in ſome 
ſtated courſe of fin, which conſci- 
ence now brings to your remem- 
brance, by reaſon of your affliction ? 
Have you not been greedy of exceſ- 
ſive gain by extortion, or oppreſſing 
the poor? Have you not former 
been mercileſs to, and ſevere wi 
ſome debtor, or uncharitable towards 
thoſe that injured you ? | 
34y, Be duly humbled, and truly 
1 for your ſins, when ou 
ve thus ſearched them out. "This: 
is ſo plain and. needful a direction, E 
need not inſiſt much upon it; 4 


car of fin is neceſſary in order to 


ntance ; and it is no further de- 
able, than as it is conducing there- 
unto, as it is productive of that for- 
row, which worketh repentance unt 


A. 4 Le, 


639 
ie, which is never to be repented of. 
= Take up therefore ſincere. purpoſes 

Wand revolutions, chat by.the help of 
_ God, you will for the future; evi- | | 
=_ dence your abhorrence of theſe, and 
_ all other fins, by forſaking of them, 
and turning unto God, with hearty | < 
endeavours after better obedience un- , 


to all God's commandments, _ 
- 4thh, D the pre- J. 
ſent affliction you are under, with a 2 
chriſtian temper of mind. Quietly f! 
- ſubmitting yourſelves unto God, and ſe 
committing all your ways and con- 2 
cerns unto him; endeavouring after 15 
that contentment which the goſpel i it 
requires in every condition; patient- V 
ly waiting for ſuch an iſſue out off to 
your troubles, in which God ſhall 15 
7 


be glorified, and you receive much 
advantage; waiting with patience till 
God may move your creditors to 
have pity upon you, being fatished} 
you have dealt faithfully with them, 
not daring, by rigid exacting what 
cannot be had, to take, as it * 
their 


(9) 
of, their fellow-ſervants by the throat, 
25 leſt their heavenly Father ſhould 
of deal fo with them. In the mean 
vil & time, you muſt heartily forgive ei- 
nd ther the injury or, ſeverity you have 
m, received, or do receive from your 
rty creditors, or any others. How. can 
an- you expect mercy from God or men, 
if you cannot forgive thoſe who in- 
re- jure you? Be thankful to God for 
h a any helps or favours you meet with 
etly from God or man, under your pre- 
and fent calamities, not. forgetting paſt 
on- mercies, Bleſs, God that your caſe 
ifter is not ſo deplorable, as is theirs who, 
ſpel| it may be, are in the ſame. priſon 
ent- with you for their crimes, in order 
to yet greater puniſhment from God. 
Wand man too. Greatly rejoice in this, 
Wit you have any good ground to 
hope, that you ſhall for ever be de- 
ered from the priſon of hell. Im- 
prove the benefit you may reap by 
retirement from the. world,. to the 
deſt ends and purpoſes. Remember 
were For your comfort, that if you do in- 
their As deed 


— 
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and will not caſt off his pe 
men catch them up: 


the cloſeſt confinement, 
leave and liberty come boldly 
mercy, and find grace to help in 
of need, Heb. iv. 16. 

brought this affliction and miſe 
on yourſelves, by your own d 


of theſe ways following, the 


ly herein. 


WE your pove upon yourſelves 
* 7 Pore ey Ugo” y 


And careleſſneſs in your worldly 


ts | i 54, 4 N 
| 8 to God; he will own 
you, and be preſent with you in 
priſon, even as he was with Jeſeph; 
le when 
and has made 
it the duty of others to own them, 
and viſit them too: And that under 


Secondly, I propounded to ſpeak 
ſomething to thoſe of you, that have 


you have 
to the 
throne of grace, that you may obtain 


time 


up- 
ult. 


This perhaps you have done ſome 
guilt or 
fin of ſo doing, you ſhonld be deep- 
ly ſenſible of, as well as of your fol- 


%, Perhaps you have brought 
| b 

your own fin and folly. By fach 

methods as theſe : Great negligence 


cm- 


ploy- 


* * 7 ” 


plojitient . rigtgüs and lux 
rious living, ſpending more upo 
diet, or . or Breton Tor 
your trade or ne oy - 
haps by gaming and debaucheries, 
25 avs Wafted your own eſtates, 
and part of other mens too: Or. 
elſe you have perhaps impoveriſhed 
e by undue graſping at more 
uſineſs than you could manage, or 
by proſecuting of vain ſchemes, and 
projects, with too eager a defire of 
getting an abundance, or by raſh 
adventuring too far, and faultily en- 
gaging for other men. By ſome ſuch 
methods as theſe, it may be you 
have brought poverty upon your- 
ſelves. And, MM | 
 2dly, Perhaps you have by ſome 
other evil practices provoked your 
creditors to uſe great ſeverity to- 
wards you, who otherwiſe would 
have ſhewn mercy and kindneſs. _ 
For inſtance : Did you borrow (as 
the wicked do) perhaps with no de- 
ſign to repay, or when you knew 
4 there: 


* 


= 


* 15 5 
there was little or no probability 


you ſhould be able to pay ? Perhaps 


you have borrowed cu, or taken 
up goods immediately before you 
abſconded, and ara deſign have 
thrown yourlelyes into priſon, or de- 
ſigned elſewhere to live at eaſe, and 
in luxury, upon other mens eſtates, 
or whulſt perhaps your creditors 
greatly want, what you have unjuſtly 
taken away, or detained from them, 
Perhaps your creditors are incenſed, 
becauſe you have wickedly given to 
your children their. eſtates in marri- 
age, to make them great; or made 


over what you have to ſome others 


in truſt for you, in order to defraud 
them. Pebage you have confeſſed 
fraudulent judgments, or made un- 
juſt compoſitions, or uſed ſome other 
wicked arts to cheat your creditors. 
Have you not grievouſſy impoſed 
upon ſome credulous friend, in bor- 
rowing of money, or chaps op- 
9 ſome poor families, or wi- 


dows and . Fa in depriving mea 
0 


WIL „ | 
(13) 
of all their living ? Perhaps you uſed 
many flatteries in borrowing of mo- 
ney, or have been guilty of diſho- 
neſty in your trading, or unfaithful- 
neſs in contract and promiſes; and 
at laſt have railed at, and abuſed 
your creditors, and thus have highly 
incenſed them. nen lies: 

Theſe particulars being duly con- 
ſidered by you, ſo far as in any of 
them you are guilty, let me call up- 
on you to deep humiliation and re- 
pentance; otherwiſe let me tell you 
plainly, and I beg you to believe 
me, your preſent calamities are but 
the beginning of ſorrows. It is but 
juſt with God and man, that you be 


kept under confinement here, and 


that you are in great danger of a far 
worſe confinement, even in the pri- 
ſon of hell for ever. Some of the 
crimes abovementioned are intquities- 
to be puniſhed by an earthly judge; 
and though human laws may be 
defective „e, yet God will not 
ſuffer theſe things to eſcape his righ- 

| teous 


teous judgment: Were not you 
yourſelves guilty, you would readily 
agree to this, that ſome of theſe 
crimes are worſe than robbing on 
the high-way. But beſides this 


earneſt exhortation to . 


(which for wrongs and acts of in- 
juſtice towards men, cannot be ſin- 
cere, without making reſtitution to 
the utmoſt of your power) two 
things further, I would fay, refer- 
ring you alſo to what may be of uſe 
to you under the directions already 
given to the other ſort of Debtors. 
1. Acknowledge not only the juſ- 
tice of God, but of your creditors 
alſo, in your confinement, and car- 
ry it humbly towards both. Vou 
muſt be unaccountably blind, if you 


ſee not the juſtice of God herein; 


and hard, if you are not humbled 
under his hand; and alfo, however 
ſevere your creditors may ſeem to 
be, yet they are not unjuſt, eſpeci- 
ally conſidering the injuries. and pro- 
vocations they have. received from 
8 you. 


A 


a 


you. And this ought humbly to be 
acknowledged by you, and is not 
only your duty, but the moſt pru- 
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on Ment courſe you can take to incline 
this them to pity and ſhew mercy ; 
ce, (which you may hope for the rather, 
in- if you will as you ought, _ | 
in- WY 2. Strip yourſelves of all n 
to have, and caſt yourſelves naked on 
wo the providence of God, and com- 
er- Ipaſſion of your creditors. Diſcover 


uſe fully therefore the whole of your 
dy eſtate, and all your effects; dare not 
to detain any thing fraudulently, but 
uſ- remember the advice of the prophet, 
ors Ito the widow in diſtreſs, the cre- 
ar- Iditors of whoſe huiband came upon 
ou her, 2 Kings iv. 7. Go fell the oil, 
ou and pay thy debt, and live thou and 
by children upon the reſt, H the 
widow was bound to do thus, with 
what was given her providentially 
after her huſband's. deceaſe, . 
more ought you to do thus with 
what you have reſerved, and is in- 
deed none of yaur own. If you 
2 9954 ould 
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ſhould, fay, the widow, had ſome giti 
oil yet left after her debts were paid, 
but you have not ſufficient to 

what you owe. I anſwer, Let allj 
go to ſatisfy your creditors as far as 
you are able ; this is the beſt way. to 
hope and expect mercy. in your 
preſent circumſtances: And when 
vou do thus ſhew, that like this 
woman you fear God, and entertain 
ſincere and honeſt intentions, (if 
you are ever able) to make full 
reſtitution and payment; you have 
the more reaſon to hope for a fu- 
ture bleſſing from divine providenee 


upon your honeft induſtry, if ever th 
you ſhould be releaſed from your pt 
preſent confinement, where other- fa 
wiſe you are like to remain, without v 
any compaſſion from God or man, fe 
to reap with ſhame and ſorrow the t 
fruits and effects of your own evil WM d 
doings. | a 

Be ſure to deal candidly and open- y 
ly with your creditors. If you can- 2 
not fully ſatisfy them, lay your con- 


dition 


(7 
dition truly before them, and ſhew. 
yourſelf diſpoſed to do right to all as 
tar as you can. Do not pretend 
ways of raiſing money for them, 

which are not true; nor promiſe 
payments which you cannot per- 
form. It is your duty to be ſincere 
and plain with them, and plain-deal- 
ing may mollify and engage them ; 
but it will be your fin, and may 
double their reſentment, if you abuſe 
and delude their expectation. 

And let them be firſt ſerved out of 
your eſtate, ſo far as it will go; un- 
eſs in compaſſion to your needs, 
they are willing to allow you ſome 
part of it. But think not firſt of 
ſaving maintenance (whether they 
will allow of it or no) for yourſelf or 
for your family, and then of letting 
them take what remains. For your 
duty is firſt to be juſt to all men, 
and not live yourſelf nor maintain 
your dependants, upon other mens 
goods kept from them againſt their 
wills; which is to live upon with- 

| | holding 
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folding right, and perverting juf- 


Ace. 1 


Much leſs think of forcing them 


to abatements, and ſcanty compoſi- 
tions, to reſerve and raiſe a good 
eſtate for yourſelf, or for your heirs, 
out of their purſes. Nor chooſe to 
endure the tediouſneſs and hardſhips 
of a jail for your life, to ſuperſede all 
legal remedy againſt your heir, . for 
your debts, which he cannot be ſued 
for a ſecond time, after you have died 
a priſoner for them. For this is pay- 
ing. very dear for doing wrong, and 
denying men their own; and is cer- 
tainly the way to carry off a very 
unrighteous and guilty conſcience 
with you, and to leave the curſe of 
ill reſerved goods, and of unpaid debts, 
to your heirs who ſurvive you. 

And ſeek not to tricks, or any 
diſhoneſt fetches and miſuſe of the 
law, to ſet aſide debts, or put them 
off and poſtpone them, inſtead of 


paying them. Nor ſpend any of 


your money, in defrauding, or hin- 
5 dring 


| Ty 
. | drivg your creditors of their juſt 
right, which is all little enough, it 


m may be too little, towards the honeſt 
i- ſatisfaction of it. I 

d And if by your inſolvency any of 
„ your creditors are brought againſt 
to their wills to abate part, rather than 
ps I loſe all, look on that part as reſpited, 
ut WJ not remitted, and pay it afterwards 
Or i (if God enable you) in the ſum it- 
d IF ſelf, or (if you cannot do that) be 
d I ſtudious to make it up in good offi- 
—ees and grateful ſervices; and for the 


reſt, have recourſe to God by pray- 
ers in their behalf. And what after- 
recompences you make them, do the 
ſame with good- will, chearfully and 
diligently; and thank them heartily 
for their patience and kindneſs, in 
being content to want it fo long as 
they have done; when you do at 


: laſt pay them the ſum itſelf, or when 
2 MF you cannot do that, in accepting your 
f IF ſervices in lieu thereof. . 
f And having firſt taken this upright 


care of your creditors, and of their 
payments, 


> Mr 
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payments, then look to yourſelf, and 
provide the beſt you can for your 
own maintenance. If you have any 
thing of your own left, after your 
WM creditors are | ſatisfied, live frugally 
= and thankfully upon it. If you Y 
_ not, then you are called to get your 
=_ livelihood ſtill as you on it, and 
= in the way of honeſt induſtry look 
up to God to give you day by day 
=_ your daily bread, If he has enabled 
= you to ſeek this, by earning it for 
= yourſelf in any lawful labour or bu- 
os finefs, look on that as the beſt way, 
and ply it with diligence and con- 
= tentedneſs. But if through diſability, 
=_ or the numerouſneſs of your fami- 
ly, or otherwiſe, you need to be 
helped out by gifts of charity, hum- 
ble yourſelf to your ſtate, and repre- 
ſent your neceſſities modeſtly, and 
receive an alms with thankfulneſs. 
Firſt repreſent your wants to your 
near relations, who are more eſpeci- 
ally bound to relieve the Ak. of 
their own houſe, 1 Tim. v. 4, 8. and 
then 
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then to any other charitable perſons, 


as your caſe requires. 

And whether you live by alms or 
by taking pains, always in your 
mind, that you are called to a& the 
part, and diſcharge the duties, of a 
poor eſtate : and let it be your daily 
ſtudy, to bring your mind to it, and 
to think only of having, ſuch accom- 
modations as are fit for a poor man; 
not ſuch as you had whilſt you wete 
ma wealthier condition. 


2 - - . 
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Containing ſome confiderati ons ant di- 
rections in order to prevent being 
infected and corrupted by 
practices and examples of wicked 
men; of ſuch eſpecially, as are too 


commonly 2 in the priſons of 


this kingdom 


Y too frequent fad ience 
it is evident, that Eui 


nication 


the evil 


Commu- 
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nication corrupts good manners, Of 
diſpoſitions, and makes thoſe which 
are already vicious yet more. fo : 
And whoſoever believes and conſi- 
ders what the wiſe man tells us, 
Prov. xiii. 20. That a companion 0 

Fools ſhall be deſtroyed, will certainly 
think it highly concerns him to take 
care of his company: And he who 
at any time is unavoidably engaged 
in or confined to the converſe and 
ſociety of wicked men, where he 
cannot avoid ſeeing and hearin 

from day to day their unlawful — 
and wicked words, and at the ſame 
time his righteous ſoul is not vexed 
with their filthy converſation, is in 
great danger of being infected and 
greatly polluted. And becauſe it is 
too plainly evident, that the priſons 
in this nation are generally filled 
with the worſt of men, who are 
guilty of moſt infectious ſins, and 
that ſome perſons, who when they 
were firſt. committed, were not ſo 
ill diſpoſed as ſome others are, have 


4 5 ah . "2 - © * 1 w 
* i VOLTS 1 
- 0 - * A 
» 
*% F 


yet been afterwards carried away. in- 


to the moſt ſinful courſes, by the 


inundation of all manner of vice vi- 
ſibly practiſed in ſuch places, and 
have contracted ill habits during 
their confinement in ſuch pollut 
company; I therefore add this chap- 
ter to the foregoing, which may (if 
God pleaſe) be of uſe to thoſe who 
are impriſoned upon any account, or 
are releaſed from their confinement; 
and ſhall mention ſuch things as 
may make it of more general uſe, 
to warn and preſerve others alſo 
from the er of evil examples. 
In order to which end, I will 
obſerve this methol. 
I. I will ſhew what danger there 
is of being induced to follow ill ex- 
mp, „ n 
II. I will give a particular warn- 
ing not to — or imitate the prac- 
tice of ſome ſins, too commonly 
and viſibly committed by thoſe who 


are in priſon. $5 Wh 
s | III. I 
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man nature, and unacquainted with 


a) 


III. 1wil ropound ſome general HI 
directions and helps, in order tofſpot 


prevent being corrupted by evil ex- 55 
amples. Ph [ 1 avi 


1. I Nea to wet h * w] 
ger there is of being induced to fol- for 


ow ill examples. 
And he 2 be a ſtranger to hi! 


what is evident by conſtant experi- 
ence, who knows not what a migh- 
ty force the examples of others have 
upon us; which has verified that 
faying, that © The world is govern? 
ed more by example than by pre- 
cept.” Eſpecially, we are apt to 
imitate the example of the multi- 
tude, or the generality of thoſe we 
Ive amongſt or converſe with; and 
more eſpecially, of thoſe that are our 
conſtant companions, and intimate 
aſſociates; and above all, we are 
moſt apt to imitate others in ſin and 
folly, in vice and wickedneſs. This 
is partly owing to our corrupt na 

c 


(25) 
jeral He muſt be a ſtranger to the word 
- toflof God, and to his own foul, who © 
ex- Zis not ſenſible of an inward natural 

Naverſeneſs to what is good, and ſtrong 
P propenſity and inclination to that 
lan. which is evil, and what need there- 
fol: fore he ſtands in of the curbs and 
reſtraints of divine grace and provi- 
dence, as well as the renovation of 
his ſoul by the holy Spirit. 

Again, this danger is owing in 
part to the urgent ſolicitations and 
emptations of the devil, who will 
ot fail to take the advantage given 
im by the examples of others, to 
ir up our natural corruptions. And 
e will inſtigate wicked companions 
tually to ſolicit and urge others, to 
lo as they do; and how forcible 


e 
do ill theſe temptations be, when a 
our Inan who thinks of reſiſting them, 
rate Hall thereby be ſcorned as being ſin- 
are Wular, and ridiculed more than a 
nd reigner in a ſtrange habit, or an 
his NDutlandiſh or antiquated garb: When 
ts: Ne ſhall be tempted to think of im- 
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8 by reaſon of the multitude f 
he engages with, or that what he t. 

does is innocent, becauſe ſo many fe 

do ſo. | tl 

Again, If perſons delightfully W fi 
chooſe wicked men for their inti- tl 
mate friends or companions, and fo 

run themſelves into temptation ; or m 

if when they are forced to be in ez 

their company, they do not ſtand fir 
upon their guard, and watch and th 

pray that they enter not into tempta- n 

tion, they juſtly provoke God tobe 

withhold his grace, to permit Satan w: 

to tempt them, and give them over lia 

into his hands, or unto their o fer 
hearts luſts: And ſhould this be thelfſ an 
caſe of any, what will hinder them un 
from committing all manner of fin ipe 
with greedineſs, and drinking in ini en 
quity like water ? | 

Yet further, theſe perſons are in 


greateſt danger, who are not only in} wo 
the company of thoſe who are lofi ( 
to all ſenſe of ſhame, or honour, of you 
any ſort of goodneſs ; but are them con 


ſelves 


(27) 

ſelves, perhaps, very much ſtrangers 
to theſe things, and this (it is to be 
feared) is too commonly the caſe of 
thoſe, Who are, or have been con- 
fined in priſon; therefore of all. men 
they are in-moſt danger. 

Thus you ſee for what reaſons 
men are moſt likely to imitate ſinful 
examples, or wicked practices. At 
firſt perhaps you may be ſtartled and 
ſhy at the ugly countenance of ſome 
new vice you never ſaw nor heard of 
before, till afterwards your horror 
wears away by frequency and fami- 
liarity, you grow leſs afraid or of- 
fended with the enormity of others; 
and at length take pleaſure in their 
unrighteouſneſs, and then learn to 
{peak their language; and fo conſci- 
ence by. degrees grows hard, till at 
laſt you are ripened for the worſt of 
villanies, and become as bad as the 
worſt. 

Certainly it is as hard to 8 
Jourſelves pure and clean in wicked 


company, as it is for a traveller to 
B 2 avoid 
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avoid defilement in a dirty road, 
here there are multitudes of paſ- 


BP gat” wo oaceos fe» — — S— SON — — 


628) 


ſengers, yea, a multitude of dirty 
dogs, that are often leaping and fawn- 
ing upon him: Or, as it is for a 
perſon to preſerve a ſound and heal- 
thy conſtitution in a place and air 
ed with infection, and where all 
about him have plague-ſores always 
open and running. Few or none, it 
is likely, in many priſons, can k 

themſelves from being infeſted wi 
little vermine, that they catch from 
others there; and I fear it is as dif- 
ficult, if not more ſo, to avoid be- 
ing infected and infeſted with worſe 
plagues than theſe. This leads me 
tothe | 
II. General propounded, v:z. to 
give a particular warning, not to 
learn or imitate the practice of ſomeſFſ yo 
fins, too commonly and viſibly com- for 
mitted by thoſe that are in priſon. | 
Theſe I fear are ſo many, that to 
mention them all with any enlarge- 
ment under each particular, vary 
ſwe 


(29) 

{well this chapter beyond the bulk 
of the whole book: And many of 
them are ſuch as perhaps none can 
deſcribe but ſuch as have been train- 
ed up in debauchery and villany ; 
and ſome of them of ſuch a nature, 
that they are not fit to be mention- 
ed, leſt the very warning and cau--. 
tion againſt them ſhould teach, if 
not excite ſome to the commiſſion of 
them ; therefore this general hint at 
ſuch ſort of fins ſhall — X and I 
ſhall ſpeak particularly, though brief- 
ly, of thoſe ſins that may be found 
indeed among wicked men who are 
not under confinement, though per- 
haps no where in ſuch a heighth, or 
after ſuch an aggravated manner, as 
by ſome of them. 
In the name of God then I warn 
you, as you value his favour, or hope 
for his mercy, or tender the welfare 
of your immortal ſouls, that you do 
not imitate the examples (which too 
too much abound) of any perſons 
whatſoever in ſuch things as theſe. 

B 3 13 
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iſt, A contempt of God's worſhip.' Ml 
The light of va fiber us, A va 
the God who made us, and does fe: 
maintain us, ſhould be conſtantly: th 
ſerved and worſhipped by us: And he 
we that have the invaluable benefit of 
of his revealed will, declared in his I W. 
Word, hear the moſt plain and po- U 
ſitive commands and directions for fo 
his worſhip : To neglect therefore, ab 
much more to contemn the worſhip G 
of God, muſt be a grievous crime, pe 
and is indeed to forſake God, and ©: 


provoke him to abandon us. This an 


fin not only thoſe may be guilty of m 
who are at large, but is committed ih 
by ſuch alſo as are under confine- vi 
ment, who refuſe to join with others *2 
in the worfhip of God, as they may 
ſometimes have opportunity, and ne- in 
ver read his word, or pray to him bl 
in ſecret and by themſelves. m 
2dly, Take heed leſt you go' yet fir 


further in imitating of thoſe who d: 


ſcoff and jear at all religion and pl 
things ſacred ; who deride the wor- © 
$ | ſhip 


9 N 
zr) 


ſhip of God, as a thing worſe. than: 
vain and needleſs; and thoſe that 
fear God, as perſons as bad or worſe: 
than fools. This argues the very; 
heighth of profaneneſs, and yet is 
often found amongſt wicked men, 
who with impudence, under the no- 
tion of wit, are dangerous perſons 


for the infecting of others: Always 
abhor a profane jeſt or 175 againſt 
God or his word, or his 

pers, remembring ere long you muſt 


ſtand before God's judgment-{cat,- 


and be judged by his word, and 


muſt be in the company of his wor- 


ſhippers, or elſe confined with de- 


vils, and damned ſpirits in eternal 


torments. | 


3dly, Take heed of learning or 


imitating of the horrid oaths, and. 
blaſphemies, and curſes which you. 


may hear. On this account ſome 


ſinners ſeem to equal the devils and , 


damned fpirits in hell, who blaſ- 


pheme God, becauſe of their tor- 
ments; yea, in ſome reſpects to out- 
| B 4 do 


worſhip- 


2 = ” - 
4 4 * _ off = 84 8 = _ 


— 


(32) | 

do them; for rage and deſpair makes 
them blaſpheme, whereas ſinners on 
earth have ſpace for repentance : 
Thoſe miſerable creatures, had they 
any ground of hope, would not, 
like many on earth, call upon God 
to damn them or others: The de- 
vils themſelves have expreſſed ſome 
fear of being yet further tormented, 
but how many wicked men dare al- 
mighty vengeance to puniſh them, 
and ſet their mouths againſt heaven 
in ſuch a manner as is not fit to be 
mentioned, though by way of re- 
proof; nor will it excuſe them to 
ſay, they are provoked to a paſſion, 
or are but in jeſt, when they thus 
fling about arrows and death ; much 
leſs will it avail them to fay they are 
habituated or accuſtomed ſo to do; 
this will ſtand them in no more 
ſtead, than if a malefactor ſhould 

plead in excuſe for his theft, that 
* has been accuſtomed to robbery, 
and cannot live without ſtealing. 


4thly, 


tn) 
kes thly, Take heed of imitating o- 
on Ns. in their obſcene and lewd diſ—- 
© : © courſe: This vice is too common, 
and as it is moſt pernicious to the 
ſpeaker, ſo it is moſt infectious to the 
hearer. To inſiſt on this Fo ject, 
would be as the diſſecting 

ef pc 


bodies, that may caſt 
fumes; I only * dy further, 


that ſuch Aiſcourl argues the ſpeak- 

er to be degenerated into the rank of 
the moſt libidinous animals, ſuch as 
a goat or a boar, and tends to cor- 
rupt their company ; and if they de- 
fign ſuch diſcourſe for entertainment 
or pleaſure, it is to affront their hear- 
ers, as ſuppoſing their fancies and 
inclinations to be moſt baſe and bru- 
tiſh. Other ſins of the tongue might 


by mentioned, and warnings given 
gainſt them; for the reſtraints of a 


nllon will not tame that unruly 
at W member, which is ſo often full » 
„deadly poiſon, and fet on fire of hell, 


even as to infect and conſume thoſe 
that are round about. | 


(34) 

Take heed of lying, which is ſo 
contrary to the Go Þ of truth ; of 
falſe run or 1 of your 
neighbour; of pr roud ſwelling words 
of vanity, or boaſting and glorying 
even in your ſhame ; of unrighteous 
and unreaſonable complainin g againſt 
God or man. 

Stb, Take heed of learning or 
imitating others in acts of, lewdneſs 
and uncleanneſs: There are ſome 
ſorts of this fin, eſpecially, which 
are not fit to be named, and it is a 
ſhame to ſpeak of ſuch things as are 
done of ſome in ſecret, and perhaps 
ſometimes impudently before others 
alſo, If filthy talk be very dange- 
rous, lewd actions are yet more ſo; 
and if fornication and adultery are 
ſins God has threatned with eternal 
burnings, what puniſhment will be 
inflicted upon ſome (nameleſs) un- 
natural luſts and abominations ? For 
this fin fire and brimſtone was rain- 
ed upon Sodom, as-an emblem of 
that 3 fire ſuch men 
w 
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| ('35 ) 
will be eternally tormented in; and 
therefore do I moſt earneſtly warn. 
you in this reſpe&, as. alſo becauſe 
ſuch fins are moſt particularly of an 
infecting nature. A. 

6thly, Beware alſo of drunkenneſs; 
which is ordinarily committed in 
company, and uſually a love of wick- 
ed company leads men thereto, tho”. 
at the fame time it unfits a man for 
any ſociety with reaſonable crea- 
tures, This ſin debaſes the human 
nature, and makes him that is guilty 
of it, for a time, as void of reaſon 
as a brute, and to be like a filthy 
ſwine, in exceſſive ſwallowing of its 
ſwill, or a dog in his naſty vomit. 
This will unfit you for all duties to 
God, or your neighbours, or your- 
ſelves, and expoſe you to the doing 
or ſuffering of the greateſt evils, ang 
is likely to bring judgments upon 
you in body and ſoul, and ſwift de- 
ſtruction unawares. N 

7thly, Take heed leſt you learn to 
imitate old offenders in the vile arts 


of 


— 
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of cheating and robbery, or any ſort 
of injuſtice. How many criminals, 
who were but novices in the arts of 
roguery, when | firſt committed to 
priſon, have learned this accurſed 
trade to perfection from the compa- 
ny they ive met with there, which 
afterwards they practiſe to the da- 
mage of the publick, and their own 
<1 perſons! ruin. And how many 
ebtors alſo, in their confinement, 
Have learned new ways and methods 
of cheating and deceit, which they 
| _ practiſe during their confinement, or 
when they obtain their liberty; 
What theſe methods. of villany are, 
which are to be learned in ſuch pla- 
ces, if I knew (as I do not) it were 
not fit for me to mention them ; 
but it is highly your intereſt and du- 
ch who cannot but know what 
they are, to reſolve, by God's grace, 
againſt them; and as you have op- 
portunity, to prevent the acting of 
them by others; and if they are 
com- 
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ſort committed, to aſſiſt the magiſtrate 
als, in the diſcovery of them. 5 


off 8zhly, Take heed of imitating o- 
toll thers in their idleneſs, luxury, and 
{ed Wl love of ſenſual pleaſures. Fleſh- 


pa- pleaſing is the maſter fin, which 
ich ruins ound and is hard to be 
da- conquered : This part of ſelf- denial 
wn is difficult, and yet without it there 
any © will be no virtuous inclinations, or 
ent, ¶ actions. I have often thought it is 
ods ll a pity that ſome criminals eſpecially, 
hey are not obliged to hard labour, and 
or that others have not more oppor- 
ty? unity and encouragement given at 
are, ¶ to be induſtrious. This contributes 
dla- greatly towards the abounding of 
ere ¶ vice, when perſons indulge idleneſs 
m; Wand ſloth, or give themſelves over 
du- to a love of pleaſure, and know not 
hat ¶ how to fpend their time without 
ce, ¶ ſports, or games, or ſome. ſenſual 
op- pleaſures and paſtimes. Such a tem- 
of {per as this muſt needs be injurious 
are Wto private families, and to the pub- 
m- lick: this will put men upon 12 


0 Bp 
moſt wicked and dangerous methods 
to get money, to feed them and 
their luſts ; and the aſſociating with 
idle and voluptuous perſons, will 
make you like them in this and 
other reſpects alſo, unleſs great care 
and diligence be uſed to prevent the 


bad influence of their evil examples, 


UI. I proceed to the laſt general 
propounded, which is to give ſome 
directions and helps, in order to pre- 
vent being corrupted by evil exam- 
neat” And. . 

iſt, Cunſiden that the practice of 
athers ought not to be your rule, nor 
will it juſtify in an evil thing. 
The will of God is our rule emi- 
nently above and excluſively of all 
other things. And we ſhould al- 
ways enquire rather what God faith 
we muſt do, or not do, than what 
men fay or do. I need not inſiſt 
long on the proof of what is here 
aſſerted, becauſe it is ſo very plain: 
For if the practice of others would be 

| Juſtify 


4 


. | 
juſtify an evil action, all diſtinction 
or difference between right and 
wrong, good and evil, would be 
done away, and there would then 
hardly be any crime but what would 
be juſtifiable : Therefore let me de- | 
fire this may be duly conſidered, that Mi 
it will not juſtify you in an evil ac- 
tion, becauſe ſome great men may 
ſet you an example, for great men 
are not always good men; nor yet 
will it au you, that ſome. good 
men have done that evil you are 
tempted to: For many things are 
recorded in holy ſcripture concerning 
them, for our admonition, and not 
for our imitation. Nor yet will it 
juſtify you, that the moll men you 
converſe with do as you do; becauſe 
we muſt not follow a multitude to do 
evil; and our Saviour has told us 
whither the broad way, in which 
miffititudes do walk, /zadeth, even 
i deſtr -R fot el nn 
.. 2dly, Never dream of impunity, 
becauſe there Ae multitudes of ſin- 
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ners as bad as yourſelves. For God Il of 

has threatned to turn all the wicked Il (uti 
into hell, yea, all the nations that iſ but 

forget God, Pial. ix. 5 And has juſt 
declared, that although the wicked Ib ſtri 

join hand in hand, they ſhall not pro- has 
er. Sinners are apt to en them- mu 
ſelves in their iniquity, and fancy ma 

they ſhall eſcape puniſhment, at leaſt I ceit 

from man, becauſe of their numbers, © yo1 

or at leaſt that ſome of them may of 

eſcape, perhaps the majority, when I cit 
only ſome few, the ringleaders, it I ſtri 
may be, or thoſe who ſet the evil rou 
example, are puniſhed. But how- per 
ever it may be amongſt men, ſome- Cor 
times as to this matter, it is other- rin 
wiſe with God, againſt whom none 
can harden N e and proſper, del 
nor can the greateſt number with- fin 
ſtand, almighty vengeance ;. and tho eſt 
it is true, the mercies of God are 0 
greater than the mercies of men; ¶ tos 
yet withal, his juſtice is more ſevere ter 
and. inexorable, and his truth . moſt are 
inflexible, and he ſtands in no nel WI 

nn. WL 
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of us, as man may do ; nor can he 
ſuffer any detrument by our ruin ; 
but on the contrary, will glorify his 
juſtice and power in the final de- 
ſtruction of obſtinate offenders, and 
has given us examples of the ruin of 
multitudes, to deter us from ſin, and 
make us abandon ſuch a vain con- 
ceit as that is, which I am. warning 
you againſt. Witneſs the drowning 
of the old world, in which- all pe- 
riſhed but eight perſons ; the = 
ſtruction of Sodom, and the cities 
round about, from which only three 
ons eſcaped; with the ruin of 
Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, the 
ringleaders, and all their company. 
e 34ly, Know this, that the moſt 
, delightful companions you have in 
- I fin now, will be ſome of your great- 
eſt tormentors hereafter, if they and 
e you ſhould both be caſt into hell 


7 

- together. The Devil is firſt a temp- 
ter, and then a tormentor, and ſuch 
bare his inſtruments, ſuch will your 
| wicked companions be. On this 
F 


— account 


(a) 
account it is generally thought our 
Saviour repreſents the rich man in 
hell, petitioning that his five bre- 
thren might be warned, leſt they 
ſhould come into that place of tor- 
ment he was in : becauſe they would 
by their company add new and great- 
er torment unto him. How grievous 
will it be, when the whore and her 
maſter ſhall together be caſt into a 
bed of fire, and the drunkards made 
together in company to drink the 
cup of God's wrath? How fad will 
the remembrance of former revel- 
lings then be? And how dreadful 
the mutual accuſations, and rage of 
theſe miſerable wretches be for ever 
It is exceſs of madneſs to go to hell 
for company, when the company 
will be one great part of the miſery 

of that place for ever. 
4thly, Maintain a ſtrict and con- 
ſtant guard or watchfulneſs, whilſt in 
the midſt of fuch temptations as 
you will meet with in evil company. 
To enforce this direction, _ 
What 


68 


Our what has been faid already of the 


danger there is of being induced to 
follow evil examples. This is with 
you an hour of temptation, and there- 
fore it behoves you eſpecially 70 
watch, to ſtand upon your guard, as 
knowing the enemy is nigh at hand. 
Watch eſpecially againft the firſt mo- 
tions of corruption in the heart, and 
the leaſt inclinations to fin, and cruſn 
the cockatrice in the egg ; watch 
your ſenſes, with Job make a cove- 
nant with your eyes, and all your 
ſenſes and bodily appetites; watch 
yet more eſpecially againſt thoſe fins, 
that others practiſe, and are moſt ſuit- 
able to your natural temper and con- 
ſtitution, or preſent condition. 

5thly, Fortify your fouls with pro- 
per thoughts and conſiderations, for 
your ſecurity in this time of danger. 
Even as thoſe who breathe in an in- 
fectious air, uſe to have ſome anti- 
dotes, or preſervatives; or as when 
a city or garriſon is likely to be be- 
ſieged, and the enemy makes his ap- 

proaches, 
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proaches, a wiſe commander will ſee 
that the fort be well manned, and 
provided. Take now the 2 of 
faith, and learn you to uſe the ſword 
of the Spirit, which is the Word of 
God. — the eye of God 
is always upon you, as a witneſs of 
your actions, Who will be the judge 
of your perſons: And if you are 
tempted by others to uncleanneſs, as 
25 pb was by his miſtreſs, or to any 

er ſin, ſay as he did, How ſhall 
I do this great evil, and fin againſt 
God, who looks on? Think often 
upon death and j t, as certain 
and near; think on heaven and hell, 
as real and eternal ; labour to main- 
tain a conſtant fear of God in your 
ſoul, who is able to deſtroy both bo- 
dy and ſoul in hell for ever ; and to 
know more of the goodneſs of God, 
as that which is too f to be 
forfeited, for the gratifying a he 
luſt, or pleaſing of any man u 
earth, Let this thought alſo te 
fortify your ſouls againſt. tl 


from 
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from wicked companions, that they 
do the work of the devil, the very 
work he doth, and puts them upon 
doing ; and dare no more to comply, 
than you would with a temptation 
of the devil, ſhould he himſelf ap- 
pear and ſolicit you in perſon : An 
appearance of the devil would frigh- 
ten you, and therefore he does his 
work by wicked men his agents, 
whilſt at preſent he keeps out of 
fight. | | 

n 6thly, Evidence your diſpleaſure 
againſt, and dare to reprove thoſe 
ſins you ſee others commit. This 
will be a means at once to preſerve 
your innocence, and may poſſibly 
tend to reclaim others: This how- 
ever is your duty, as you would not 
ſnare in the guilt of that ſin you 
know your neighbour commits, tho | 
you do not imitate him : This will | 
be a good method to prevent his ſo- 
liciting you to do that which he 
finds you are already grieved at, and 
perhaps may at leaſt make him = 
0 


646) 
of committing ſome ſins you reproye 
him for. Thus you will imitate the 
penitent malefactor, who was cruci- 
hed with our Saviour, if you reproye 
your companions for their wicked. 
nels, and call upon them to fear God, 
Nay, herein you will be like to righ 
teous Lot, who only with his two 
daughters eſcaped the flames that 
—— Sadom: nay, let me add 
further, herein you will imitate ou 
bleſſed Saviour himſelf, who con- 
verſed with publicans and ſinners, a: 
a phyſician, with the fick, that he 
might call them to repentance. Dare 
to reprove thoſe that dare to defy 
their Maker. Dare to be counted 
an enemy, to ſhew yourſelf a true 
friend. Dare to be zealous for God, 
and then you may more comfortably 
hope that he will be favourable unto 
you. 

 nthhy, 
for the grac 
from the ſnares and temptations 


Fail not to pray conſtantly 


grace of God, to, keep er 
0 
the 


(47) 
the devil, and all wicked inſtruments 
whatſoever. Thus the apoſtle direct: 
us to do; after he had exhorted 
to take the whole armour of God, that 
we may be able to withſtand in the 
evil day, and having done all, to ſtand, 
_ vi. 13. In which words you 
ſee how Mainly he intimates our dan- 
ger, and the difficulty of withſtand- 
ing the devil's temptations. And 


from —_ has been faid already, it 
rs, that you ought icularl 
— this; I — 8 
exhorts us, ver. 18. o pray alway: 
with all prayer and ſupphcation in the 
eff /pirit ; and to watch thereunto with 
ted 4/! bee everance. Begin every day 
rue with erious earneſt prayer to God, 
od, and be in his fear all the day long. 
bly Set the Lord always before you, walk 
atoll as in his fight, and be careful, as 
much as poſſible, to do nothing now 
thy that will cauſe fad reflections in a 
ou dying hour, and turn to a fad ac- 
of count in the day of Jjodgmant, Com- 
he mit 


(4) - 

mit yourſelf, by conſtant fervent be- 
lieving Prayer to the conduct and 
keeping of divine grace; and in ſo 
doing, you may hope to be kept from 
every evil word and work unto the 
heavenly kingdom. f | 


PRAYER is the neceſſary duty of 
every one, in every condition of life, 
eſpecially of the afflicted, and in par- 
ticular of ſuch for whoſe benefit the 
foregoing lines were written: Yet as 
moſt men need frequent and earneſt 
exhortations to the practice of this 
duty, becauſe of their backwardneſs 
hereto; ſo multitudes ſtand in need 
of aſſiſtance herein, becauſe of their 
inability, through ignorance, or for 
want of due conſideration, endea- 
vour and accuſtoming themſelves 
thereto. I therefore add the follow- 
ing Prayers, as proper to direct thoſe 
whoſe caſe they are ſuitable to, how 
to order their requeſts before God, 
and alſo to be uſed by them, or read 

| i humbly 


F S SA 


. K -R F I 8. 


A 


(49) 


humbly and devoutly before God, 
with this needful caution, that 
always remember, if the mind and 
heart do not with underſtanding and 
ſeriouſneſs, and ſuitable affections, 
join with the words they read, or uſe 
themſelves, or may be uſed by others 
praying with them and for them, all 
they do of this kind is trifling with 
God, and mocking of him, and not 
performing any acceptable worſhip to 
him, who is a Spirit, and ſeeketh 
ſuch to worſhip him, as do it in ſpi- 
rit and truth, wo | 
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Priſoners for DRB T. 


Scriptures to be Read by 
Debters. 


Pſalm exlii. Lev. xix. ver. II, to 16, arg 
Luke xii. ver. 22, to 32. Pſaln 
xxx. Deut. xxiv. ver. 10, to 16. 0 
Chap. xv. ver. 7, to 12. od 


HE Lord executeth vad then 
for the oppreſſed, the Lord +» 
looſeth the priſoners. Pſal. cxlvi. 7 ; 


(10 


I have fone forth chy pritners'vur 


of the pit wherein is no water. 
Tun 75 to the ſtrong Hold, ye 
Eeob. . 11, Fay 

1 ae A covenant to e 
peo e, that thou mayſt ſay to the 
* oners, Go forth; to them that 
in darkneſs, She n 
75. XIix. 3, 977. ; 48 
The Lor pitt the poor, and 


E his piiſoners: "Bal. 


"fie tisfierh the longing ſoul, and 
_ the hungry foul with yew 
Such as fit in darkneſs, and the 


ſhadow of death, being Sound in 


alffiction and iron. 


Becauſe they rebelled againſt the 
words of God, and contemned the 
counſel of the moſt High; ' 

Therefore he brought down their 
heart» with labour; they fell, and 
there was none to help. i. 

Then they cried unto the Lord in 

En their 


= K . T 
' . 


(52) 
their trouble, and he ſaved them out 
of their diſtredes. - FW Ut 

He brought them e thats, 
and the ſhadow, of death, and brit 
their bands a funese e cvii. 
8 to ver. 14. . „ Siege 4 


8: 


H E pay ary borrantcth; and 


Abr not t again. Eſal. xi 
2 J. 1251 Dod an T 
* e one another in any 
matter. 1 Thefſ, iv. 6. oo wil 


For he that doth wrong, ſhall re- 
ceive for the wrong — he hath 
done, and there is no reſpect of pen 
ſons. Col. iii. 25. 

Render to all their dues. Owe no 
man any thing, but to love one an- 
other. . Nom. X111, 75 8. 181 

Have patience with me, and 1 
will pay thee all. Mat. xvii. 26. 
Feger us our debts, as we for- 

give our debters. Mat. vi. 12. 


A ſervant was brought: unto his 
Lord, who owed him ten thouſand 


talents : And 


_— 2 

+ TÞ . 
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And foraſmuch as he had not te 


debgÞit bop cid, d n 
But the fame ſervant went out to 
his fellow- ſervant, which owed him 
an hundred pence: And he would 
ant him no forbearance, but laid 
ands on him, and caſt him into pri- 
ſon till he ſhould pay the debt. 
Then his lord called him, and ſaid 
unto him, O thou wicked ſervant, I 
forgave thee all that debt, becauſe 
thou defiredit meme 
Shouldſt not thou alſo Have had 


compaſſion on thy fellow-ſervant, 


even as I had pity on'thee? 
And his lord was wroth, and de- 
livered him to the tormenters, till he 
cou pay all that was due unto. 
a ag the +; 011% Haag 
So likewiſe ſhall my heavenly Fa- 
ther do alſo unto you, if ye from 
your hearts forgive not every one his 


brother their treſpaſſes. Mat. xvili. 24, 


to 36. C 3 To 


| (54) 
To whom much is forgiven, the 
ame loverh mch. Lu. vis 47. a 


= ATH bs God. choſen, the 
—_ poor © world, rich 
hre be hath promiled them that 
Hick Fam: ii. . 
= are the poor in 
wers is the Kingdom "4 
= 1am infiruGted, both 10 be fall 
45 and to be bungry ; bath to abound, 
| W ee need. Phil. iv. 12 
ving nothing; and 
filling all things 2 Gor. dag 


Glory de tithe Father. ond * th 
Son, and in the boly Chef | 


As it was in the 1 fs 
= ever ſhall be; world wid 
EN, 
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The Indebted Pri Mer's Prayer for 
Charing the ſcore of his Sins. 


Almighty and moſt righteous 

Lord, my worſt debts are my 
ſins, which are many and grievous, 
and which are all to be accounted 
for to thy juſtice. And * who may 
abide, fhouldft thou be extreme to mark 
what we do amiſs ? Much leſs could 
I abide, who have done amiſs ex- 
tremely, and have if brought not 
only the fear of thy future wrath, but 
my preſent reſtraint and ſorrows up- 
on mine own head, by my own evil 


doings.] 


+ Du toben the Debts are contracted by aur 
own faults, in luxury or miſpence. But 
LEI innocent misfortune, and mere 
of providence, inſtead of, brought 
not only, Wc. /ay, [Deſerved, not only 
to be made a priſoner for the ſame, in 
this uncomfortable place, but to be com- 
mitted, among the loſt angels, to chains 
of everlaſti kneſs, till the terrible 
judgment of the great day.] 
But, O gracious Lord, I am fenfi- 


ble of my wickedneſs, and am truly 
C 4 contrite 


„ .4 

Contrite and ſorry for my fins And 
although this ſenſe of my ſin and 
folly comes too late to vent this 
my uncomfortable re „ and 
worldly miſery: yet it is not too 
late to move thy pardoning mercy. 
O, for Chriſt's ſake, ſtrike off thoſe 
ſcores, that they may neither fink 


my ſoul, nor terri 


m 
'® In i , conſcience. U * R 5 
Debts tontratted larly. O F 
by mere hand of cu VO gracious a 


providence, omit ther, ſtrike off the ſcore 

, of all thoſe fins, and 
expenſive vices ; and of 
all my unlawful, or unwiſe and felf- 
' willed PR and of all my impo- 
 veriſhing neglects, of miſmanage- 
ments; whic have drawn all theſe 
ſtreights and hardſhips upon myſelf, 
and have brought all this damage 
and trouble to my creditors.] 


_ Cleanſe me of all the guilt of theſe 
fins, good Lord, that my foul may 
not hereafter be made a riſoner, or 
arraigned again for the ſame at thy 
dreadful bar. And when once — 


-& (py, 2 — BO my my 


we Se ta cs o@nS OJ a. com A: Gan Ow n 


neſs, through the merits and ſatiſ- 


a Father of mercies, move the 


. moreover, make their. conſciences 
ſenſible, O Lord, how for their own 


_— 
haſt blotted out thine account againft 
me, I ſhall the better bear to have 
mine earthly creditors exact theirs ; 
and patiently endure their 7 in 
hopes of thy free mercy and forgive - 


faction of my bleſſed Lord and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


A Prayer for mercy from his Cre- 
;  ditors, 3 


hearts of all, who have ſent 
me hither, and who have it in their 
power to ſet me free, to have pity 
on me. Touch their humanity and 
good- nature, with a compaſſionate 
feeling of what I ſuffer. Let a ſight 
of my neceſſity pierce their ſouls, 
and move their compaſſion; yea, 


ſonls ſake, they are indiſpenſibly o- 
bliged to ſhew charity towards ſuch 
Debters 


9 9 88 9 — 
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Darss as ae dee willing an 
to pay them what they owe 
rowker but cannot-do it. Shew them 
that all finners are Debters ; and that 
they are thy Debters, as well as 1 
am theirs; and that for infinitely 

ſums than mine is. Yea, 
and that Wey ans 129 mere able 8 
_ 7 


O then, that their own neceffity 
may make them wary, and prompt 
them to ſhew mercy. That they 
may have patience with me, till I can 


raiſe as much as I am able towards 
the 


of their debt ; and mer- 
cifully forgive the reſt, when I can 


raiſe no more. O that they may 
not be rigorous in exacting the hun- 
| 3 


ce, which I am not able to 
pay - becauſe then thou “* de- 
2 3 " clareſt that thou likewiſe 
20 __ " wil exact the thou- 
2144 and talents, w 


are as unable to pay thee. And that 
thus, by mutually ſhewing mo | 


UCP. - 
we may all be d to receive it 
at thy s, for thy dear Son, our 
moſt bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jekus 
W Annen. 


Proyers for an beart to be honeſt = 


bis Creditors. 


\ Almighty Lond, who true 

e ber . 
hateſt iniquity; * = me 7. 

not take up with a 


S -E 


* 


ETSY 


as an art of defra is ant: 
—_ eee 
l family. 
Make me willing, O God, to do 
juſtice to all who are any way con- 
cerned with me, to the utmoſt of 
— — which I have to 
diſpoſe of : and ready ta give e 

— I owe him, 4914 I — 
nothing to myſelf, but am left there- 
by to live upon thy good * 


(6) 
If want muſt be my ſhate, O let me 
want the conveniencies, or even the 
neceſſaries of life, rather than the 
innocence thereof. And grant, good 
Lord, that the place of my wanting 
may be here in this world, where 
my wants will ſoon have an end; 
not hereafter in the next world, 
where they will know no end; for 
Jeſus Chtilt's fake.” Amen. F - \ 

"Nable me, O bleſſed Lord, if 
1 thou pleaſeſt, | by. thy. good 


| providence, and put me again into a 


condition: fully to diſcharge and clear 
my accounts with all my creditors, 
Let none of them, O my God, be 
loſers in the end by me. But bleſs 
me in my ways, that I may have 
enough wherewithal to ſatisfy all 
their juſt demands, and give me an 
heart to pay it out accordingly, and 


that with thankfulneſs for their for- 


bearance, and without unneceſſary 
delays. And diſpoſe them to have 
7 patience 


(8 
patience with me till this can be 
done. And * _ me in — 


leaſt to — tience; 
make me a — hae to 
raiſe it for LSE 


honeſtly to pay it to them as faſt as 
I can raiſe it for them. 

But if J am not able to pay teen 
all that 1 owe them, grant them the 


heart to forgive me what JI cannot 
pay. And 4 fines what is thus given 


to me, is given 70 . poor; look up- 
on it, O Lord, as * lent - Gp 

to thee, and. be thou their . rov., 25 

paymaſter: As they very | 

charitably conſider my neceſſities, do 
thou carefully prevent theirs : and 
whatſoever they abate to me of my 
ſcores, do thou make up abundantly 
to them and theirs by thy good pro- 
vidence. 

And after they have forgiven me, 
though I am no longer anſwerable 
to them in law; yet make me ever 
ſenſible, O God; that I ſtill owe the 
ſame to them in equity. And give 

*: 4 mme 


OP 
the heart to repay what: 


me 
Doever — arquit, if ever thou ſhalt 
put me in 2 capacity, either by 


'or 
CE Par, 
this mward readineſs 


of mind, to do them all exact 


tice, though I can never fully clear 


my debe, yer by thy-grace 1 hall 
clear my conſcience, and be fit not 


only for their charity, but alſo for 
thine-eternal mercy, through the me- 
rits and mediation of my bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour Jelus Chriſt. Amen. 


4 Th Priſener 
FEEL, frm = 


Father of Mercies, and God of 
all conſolations, 2 gbings of 
. the Priſoners | come 
ahh Before thee, * and thou 
Hhaſt gracioufly heard my 
prayer, and ſet my feet at liberty. 
To thee, O bleſſed Lord; * 
8 
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this comfortable freedom, which I 
have now obtained; and to thy 
boundleſs and ungeferved m_ 
will I ever aſeribe 
And, O that in all my ſs, and 
through the whole — of my 
converſation, I may ever remember 
that I am thy freeman, O that 1 
may always adore and praiſe thy 
goodneſs for my deliverance; and 
————— 
obediently towards thee, as 
ſhew that I am never 
angry ar 
me my . — 1 = ever 
to improve it to glory, 
Tenge Je ER — 
men. 


/ND, Lord, * me never lot 
thoſe good thoughts and 
poſes nor forget thoſe vows, w 

made to thee when I was in trou- 
ble. Give me a mind fuited in al 
things to my. circumſtances, and 
grace do deny. my. elf, and to _ 


G 
to the utmoſt of my ability to do 
juſtice to all my creditors. Never 
ſuffer me to forget their kindneſs in 
my releaſe, nor to give them any 
juſt cauſe to repent of it: nor do 
thou ever forget it, O merciful God, 
but remember it always for their 
good. Keep me thankfully ſenſible 
of all the kindneſs of my friends and 
neighbours, of all who did me any 
good offices, who ſhewed me coun- 
tenance, or ſupplied my neceſſity, in 
the days of my adverſity. O do 
thou make each of them that requi- 
tal, which I ought to do; and keep 
me always willing and ready to re- 
quite them, after the beſt manner 1 
can; and, when I am able to do no 
more, to pray earneſtly to thee, that 
thou would make up for me what- 
ever returns of kindneſs I fall ſhort 
in. * T4 
Remember alſo, I humbly intreat 
thee, O moſt merciful Father, all 
thoſe poor priſoners, who are {till 
under their uncomfortable ain 
os 20 | an 
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n 
and in thy good time do the ſame 


for them, which in thy mercy thou 


haſt now done for me. O that bav- 


ing felt the ſame in m- , 
felf, * I may ever have a Heb. iv. 


moſt compaſſionate ſenſe 


and tender feeling of their afflictions, 
and may joyfully embrace all oppor- 
tunities of recommending them to 
the pity of others, eſpecially of thoſe 
perſons from whoſe charity they are 
to hope from their releaſe: but above 
all, O bleſſed God, of recommend- 
ing them to thine everlaſting mercy; 
which grant, that both they, and I, 
and all thy faithful people, may ever 
earneſtly ſeek, and ſucceſsfully find, 
for the fake of our only Saviour and 


Redeemer Jeſus Chrilt. Amen. 
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BOOKS Printed for M. Down ral 
in Bartholamew-Cloſe. 


N Account of che Riſe and Progreſs of the 
| Religipus Societies in the Cities of Landon 
and W, ember, 1 

The Seaman's Monitor: herein particular Ad- 
vice is given to Sea · ſaring Men, with reference to 
their Behaviour; I. Before, II. In, and NI. Af. 
ter their Voyage. With ſome Prayers for their 
ſe. Pr. 44. 

A Paſtoral Letter fromm a. Miniſter to his Pari- 
ſhioners. Being a ſerious Exhortation to a conſtant 
Attendante on che Publick Worſhip of God, and 

a dſhgent Care of their own Souls. Pr. 14. 

The Chriſtian's Daily De option bein the Fe 
doe! to the Paftoral Letter. Pr. 

The Loung Man's Manitor ; 2k the Hap- 
| Pineſs of early of early .Piety, and. > 4: . Kann 
of indulging youthful Lu 
| Serious l. vice to the deen td Seaman i 
the Royal Navy. Pr. 14. 

A Diſſwaſive from the Sin of 8 1 

A Rebuke to the Sin of Uncleanneſs. Pr. 14. 

A Diſſwaſive:from Gaming. im 

A kind Caution to prafane Sw carers Pr. 1. 4. 

An earneſt Perſuaſive to the ſerious Obſervance 
of the Lord's Day. Pr. 1 4. 

A ſerious Reflection on the grievous Scandal of 
profane Language in Converſation. Pr. 1 4. 

The Baſeneſs and Perniciouſneſs of the Sin of 
Slandering and Backbiting. Pr. 2 4. 

A ſhort Catechiſm, explaining the Subſtance of 
the Chriſtian Religion. Suited to the Underſtand- 
ing of Children, and the Meaneſt Capacities. 
Divided into Nine Sections. To which is added, 
an Explanation of ſundry Terms uſed in Scrip- 
ture, and in religious Books. Pr. 3 4. | 
All by n WoopwaRD, D. D. 


Valeſs thy Bleſſing ſow with me. 


WY 7 
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As Tranſlated 55 hy 


The Reverend Mr. Pricbardis 
BRITISH Porms.. 3 


H ou Great Creator of this Earth, 
That ga v'ſt to every Seed its Birth 
By whom our Fields with Show'rs are beſt, 

Regard the nnn N's + nero 


I'm going now to Tin my Ground, 
And ſcatter there my Seed und [7 
Which I ao more expect to ſee, | 


D 8 In 
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In vain our Seed around we throw, 
In vain we Harrow where we So W ¼˙w 
| Except Thou doſt our Labours bleſs, 
And give the Grain a due Increaſe. 


Not one of all my Barn. Supplies 
Will ever from the Ridges riſe, 
Unleſs thy Bleſſing does pervade 


The bury'd Com, and ſhoot the Blade, 
Bel then dy Bleſſing, Lord, attend | 


On all the Labours of my Hand: 


- That I with Foy may Reap and Mow. 


A rich Return from what I fow. 


pen the Windows of the Sky, 34 


And nd ow r down Plenty from on High: 
With Fat of Earth the Seed ſuſtain, 
And raiſe a Spear from ev'ry Grain. 


Ter not our Sins thy Veageance move, 1 
To turn our Heav'n to Braſs obs "_ 
'Or barden into Ir'n our: Earth, / / ... yo 
And o'er our Fields to. ſ 1 a Dearth. 


But pour in — on the Grain... 


The former and the latter Rin; 
e 10900; a $1225 tis Aud 
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And in Proportion due ſupply * T 
The needful Change of Wet and Dn. 


. D 


Forbid the Vermin to devour, — 
Forbid the Mildew's s blaſting Show'r, 
Forbid the Tempeſt ro deſtroy © A 


My growing Crop, and promis'd Jay." = 


Crown with thy Goodneſs; Txod, the Year, 
And let thy Bleſſings round appear; 
Let Vales be cloath'd with Graſs ben. 


And Hills let various . adorn, 


Give to the Sons of Men (ben Bread; 
Let Beaſts with fatt'ning Graſs be fd: 

All Things in Plenty, Lord, provide; 
That ed our Wants my; be ſupply d. 


Give us a Plenty, Lord, we pray, : 
From Fields of Corn, from Meads of Hay, 


Of Fruits from Orchards grafted Stocks, 
Of Milk from all the milky Flock. 


Thus, Lord, vouchſaſe to bleſs: our Land, 
And ev'ry Work we take in Hand; 


That ſo with lifted. Hands we may 
Return Thee Praiſes. Night and Day. 
6M 50 
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Boo xs printed far M. Downing. 
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done to make a worth os the, Firlt drawn 
up for the Uſe of the ” Inhabitants of the Pariſh of 
Lambeth, and now revis'd and enlarged. The 
Eighth EKduion. Fr. 17. 

2. — Devotion ; or an Exhortation to 
Mornin pp Evening Prayer in Families. With 
two F rayer, ſulted to thoſe two Seaſons, 
and alſo — fr the "the Uſe of one Perſon in private. 

To which ave now added, two ſhorter Forms for 

hildren and Semvrants, c. Pr. 4 4. 

Serious Advice to a Perſon recovered from 
:Bicknefs: In a Letter from a Miniſter to his Pa- 
riſhioners. With a Thankſgiving after Recovery 
from Sickneſs. Pr. 2 4. 

4. A private Admonition againſt profane and 
common Swearing. Pr. 2 d. 

55 The Evil and Danger of Lukewarmneſs in 
Religion ; being the Firſt Part of the Biſhop of 
Londons late Paſtoral Letter: with further Im- 
provements. Pr. 2 4. 

6. The Sinfulneſs of neglecting and profaning 
the Lord's Day. Pr. 2 d. 
v7. An earneſt Diſſwaſive from Intemperance in 
Meats and Drinks. Pr. 2 4. 

Theſe Seven by Epuuny G1880M, D. D. Formerly 

Rector of Lambeth, and now Biſhop of London.” 


A Confexence between two Men that had Doubts 
about Infant-Baptiſm. By W. WALL, D. D. Au- 
thor of the Hiſtory of Tilfant: Baptiſm. Pr. 4 4. 

The Way of Living in a Method and by Rule : 
or, a xegular Way of employing our Time. Pr. 29. 

A ſhort Refutation of the principal Errors of the 
Church of Rome: whereby a Proteſtant of a mean 
and ordinary Capacity, may be enabled to defend 
his Religion againſt the moſt ſubtle Papiſt. Pr. 3 4. 


wo 


Boox® privied for N. Downing, 

Four Diſcourſes on the Four This 3, NT. 
Death, e Heaven and Hell. Ry the 
Right Reverend Father in God, amm Lard 
"RP of 20D 2 25. 6 4. 

7 of Self-Reſignation-to the Di- 

vine * late pious and learned Jahn 
Worthington, b. D. Prebendary of Li cn. The 
Fifth Edition, corretted and 1 AE ht 
Places from the Author's own oops, pk is 
Son, J. M. A.M. To which is prefixed, 
Character of Dr. Yerthington, by, Ar rchbiſhgp 755 
lotſon. Price 25. 
The Life of God in the Soul of Map or, 
The Nature-and Excellency 26.4 the Chriſtian Re- 
gion. With the * attaining the Hap- 
e which it propoſes. Alſo an Account of 
the Beginniags and Advances of a f. iritual Life. 
With a Preface by Gilbert Burnet, date Lord Bi- 
ſhop of Sarum. The Seventh Edition, corrected. 
Price 1 5. 64. Sheep, 2 1. in Calf. 

A Diſcourſe concerning a Death · bed Repent- 


ance, by William 4i/beton, D. D. Rector of 


Beckenham in Kent, and Chaplain to his Grace 
the Duke of Ormond. The Sixth Edition. Pr. 6 d. 

A Defence of the Communion Office and Ca- 
techiſm of the Church of England, from the 
falſe and groundleſs Charge of their favouring the 
Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation; braught againſt 
them by two of the preſent Popiſh EAR Miſ- 


ſionaries in their late Books, entitled, Paforal u- 


fruttions, &c. printed A. D. 1713. and A plain 
Anſwer to Dr. Middleton's Letter from Rome, 
printed A. D. 1741. Addreſſed Hp the Inhahi- 
tants of. London Ka Wiltminfer. * Fe n 5 
M. A. Miniſter of Mar gate in Kauf. 8 

Welch Piety Abo. 6 Or, a farther 2 


of the circulating -#e/ch Charity Schale, from 


Auguſt 
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after. Price 3 4. 


1 


Books printed for M. Downing. 


Augaſ 1740, to Auguſt 1741. In a Letter to a 


Friend. Price 15. 


Daily Converſation with God: Exemplified in 
the Holy Life of Arnelle Nicolas, a poor ignorant 


country Maid in France; commonly known by the 
Name of the Good 4rme/le, deceaſed in Bretaigne 


in the Year 1671. Done out of French. Pr. 2 4. 


A ſerious Addreſs to Godfathers and Godmo- 


*" thers. Shewing the Nature of their Undertaking, 


the Reafon and Excellency of the Inſtitution, and 
the happy Advantages it gives ſuch Sureties, to 


promote the Glory of God, and the Salvation of 


ens Souls.. Price 2 4. 
. Paſtoral Advices and Directions; in order to 
a virtuous Life here, and eternal Happineſs here- 


! 


Directions for the devout and proper Uſe of 


the Common Prayer in the daily Service of the 
Church. Price 24. 


The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper explained 
to the meaneſt Capacity; in a familiar Dialogue be- 


"tween a Miniſter and one of his Pariſhioners. Pr. 34. 


A Regular Method of governing a Family. Pr. 3d. 
The Principles of Religion explain'd and prov'd 


from the Scripture. For the Inſtruction of the 
Weak and Ignorant, and for their greater Improve. 


went and profiting by Sermons. Pr. 6 4. 

A Preſent for Servants, from their Miniſters, 

Maſters, or Friends. Pr. 4 4. | 

Leſſons for Children, Hiſtorical and Practical: 

To which are added fome Prayers, and the chief 

Rules for Spelling, and dividing Words into Sylla- 

'bles, Deſigned to bring them to read well and dif. 

tinctly in a ſhorter Time than is ufual. Pr. 4 4. 
The Husbandman's Manual: Directing him how 

to improve the ſeveral Actions of his Calling, and 


the moſt uſual Occurrences of his Liſe, to the Glo- | 


xy and Benefit of his Soul. Pr. 3 4; 
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